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The Great Depression 
Similarities and Differences between “This Land is Your Land” and “God Bless America’” 
Similarities 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This Land is Your Land by Woodie Guthrie and God Bless America by Kate Smith were both produced during the Great Depression era. The two songs were meant to inspire a sense of hope and patriotism on Americans as they were going through a tough time that resulted from economic losses. As such, the songs became popular and were played in public places such as schools as anthems of hope and peace. 
Differences 
The two songs have some differences that distinguish their message and intentions. Guthrie’s song was first intended to display a sarcastic reaction of Smith’s song which had been released early and was played repetitively in many radio stations in the country. Guthrie meant to show the irony of the song as he viewed America as a land that was characterized by violence, prejudice, hunger and hatred. Nevertheless, the artist later scrapped off some of the lyrics to make the song less sarcastic (Carr, 2019). On the other hand, Smith only intended to display the positive prayer of love and peace that can be achieved in America (Smith, 2019). 
Reflection on “This Land is Your Land” 
Guthrie’s This Land is your Land also reflects the changing musical and cultural forms that came up in the 1930s. The artist’s song was meant to end the political silence that was displayed by previous artist. Guthrie reflected on political issues such as communism as he was against the existing classes and supported public ownership of property. This approach signified a beginning of expressing freedom of speech through music and other forms of art. 

“Brother Can you Spare a Dime” and “Remember the Forgotten Man”
Songs such as Brother Can you Spare a Dime and Remember the Forgotten Man also highlight other aspects of the great depression. The former mainly highlighted the fears and feeling of loss that was experienced by most Americans as they could not comprehend how their rich country was falling into poverty. The latter meant to remind people of the forgotten veterans who took part in the World War I as they also suffered from the depression. Also, the song points out how women were neglected in the society as many of them became miserable as they could no longer rely on the soldiers who used to provide for them during the war. 
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